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7, Located high up in the mountains of
— . . X i the Gelden Gate Highlands Mational
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L cablng was complicated by the tight
site agninst & steep slope. The
design had 1o consider aspects such
as stormwater and storags of
minternla in limited space. The
intricate design of the roaf
prasented some waterproofing
challenges but the sail cover
provides axcsllent insulation.
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Above the mountains and grass
plains of the eastern Free State, a
luxury retreat seemingly “floats’ in
the air. Boasting an alternative build-
ing system, the development has a
surprisingly ‘light’ footprint on its
sensitive location. By Karen Eicker

irtually uninhabitad. At an altitude of about ¥ 200 m, the moun-
taing are expoced (0 sevara tamparature extrames with annual
snowdalls and tha plains are blanketad with unique grass species,

It is this remote location that was chosen for 8 new luxury camp in tha
Galden Gate Highlands Mational Park, Architectural fism Crafford &
Crafford, &8 company with much experiance in projects of this nature and
in warking with altermative bullding systams, created a clustér of rustic
buildings that dees not intrede on its special satting and is almost imis-
ble from a distance.

Before the project was concalved, the park already provided standard
i garmi-luxurny ascommodation at the Glen Beenan Aest Camp and the
Protea Hotel (on concession].

Sipha 2ulu, hosphtality services manager for the park and assistant
project managear for tha Highlands Mountain Reraat Camp, explainad
that the intention was to offer something lugurocus in order to altract
meore wisitors to the park. Funding was provided to Sanparks by the
Depanmment of Ervironmantal Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) throwgh ita
Powvarty Ralief Programme, and implementation of the project was out-
sourced te Vuka Project Management.

Many consultations wede hald with the surrounding communitias,
the praject tearn and various resaarchers becausa of the axtremaly sen-
sitiva ecology of the area, and an extensive environmental impact
assessment was prepared. Stringent conditions were established 1o
guice the design of the bulldings as wall as the consiruction process

Tha aagtern Free Stata highlands is a place of windswept baauty,
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