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Rustic homes that say, ‘Come in, we belong here too’

BY ALAN LIPMAN

Crafford & Craffond i a fraternal architecthuml
partnership based in Pretoria but working
principally in rural arsss, Some years ago, the
brothars - then operating in conventional de-
sign firms - maile a searching examination of
what intriguaed them most about their vocation.
That led to a joint peactice that confres
chiefly an verpacular buildings in rustic st-
tings. Increasingly familiar with their subject,
by e imenersing themselves in indigerous
rinciples and methods of construction. That,
fipe Crafford stresses, i5 a long-berm enber-
Fise [1 1s a journey upon which, he modestly
cinys_they have barely set fool, an odyssey
constantly aleris them to challenging
Priaaiic and socio-cultural issues.
* T pair are not alone in this One thinks,
far Wepnes. of East Coast Architects in
EWaZ Matal: of Poter Rich in Gauteng and
[ orth. The Craffords seem, though, to
starl Ol their commitensat to halp davelap
BN mlanning amd construction proce-
ANres BML, the people with whom they work.
I Ehi% vee ot lease, they are mmune o
the gl chie of erwlorsing, and thereby en-
trenchiBE. kcolonial - purportedly regres-
s = BRI capanpueton amd ways of 1ie
“To asseiil yeagivipnal, readily acoessibie
bailding MateL s pead not pre-empt efforts to

incorporate contemporary patterns of lving
uprto-date rural production. socinl relatbons
antd eultural practices.

[ was iniroduced o two examples: design
abraw ings on an overnight wisit bo the Gwvakiva
Bost Camjp in the Malutis, Galden Gate Na-
tional Park; and drawings together with
photographs of distant Bloubenz Hiking Canp.

Conslder, first, the 13 villnges of e rest
camyp that folléw in crescent formation the con-
four lines northwest of the Basotho Cultural
Village: they make up what i termed a living
museam. the main complex with i off-
shoots - an amphitheatne, a parking aren aml
the clustered groups of mesklential kraaks, The
Craffords’ new work encompasses this in a
north-south sweep that opens on fo stunmning
viows of the northery ganse plains and, west-
ward, on to wind-sculpbed sandstone moun-
tning Most of the villages contain feur units
apleee a pabr of two-bediled hats, one of which
sleeps four, and a partly covered lapa fior
comumunal gatlserings.

The visiiors® rondawvels have built-in
fixtures such as cupboards, galloy Kitchenetibes
and attached hathrodams - containing a shower,
wash basin and tollet. They are fronted Gy
roofed stoeps that face on to & tree-shaded
courtyird that is enclosed by a tightly thed,
head-height sapling fence. Here, out in the
sticks, an finds the comendences of contemn-
parary wacation Life within a classic southern

Adrican, distinetly rural amblence.

The building msterials - thafich, sione, com.
pacted mud and timber, by and lapge - ane Loz,
Construction techiniques are handed down as
wall ns infoenoed by imported, anabogous
practices. The products have been erecied by
lcals ndept at adapting those processes to thelr
establizshied stock of building competences
The appearance is unmistakabiy local; tradi-
tional but attuned 1o 4 recognisalbly emerging
necverpsaculan I8 @5 ineffably sulted to the
climate and surroumding countrysile and its
striking assthetic impact scoms effortlessly to
meeld into the nataral backdrop

W turm Bow to the Rlouberg sibe, to the
smaller, tighter hiking camp that sniiggles in
that splendid, rocky range, Hepe can be fiund
much that reverberates with the @wathwa
settlement. Both desims acknowledgs teme-
komoured buailding matergals and methods
without exchuding recent inmovations. Both
celobrate past and present built forms - for
instamee, circular and squared-off huts in
gensitive juxtaposition with Lapadike outdoor
spaces, Both exhibit the receptive, adaptive
ermstruction SRS of their makers; esch exists
in imtimate, unforoed compatibility with is
home environs - from craggy hillsides to
doringloom elumps ar the characteristically
J'I.-al_'ﬂj" LN I.Itlhl“i bush,

Oner wieit demsorstrabed that there 18 Bo
avoiding the singular smells af southern

Afriea: the region's birdsong, swilthy darting
tvael, inseet chirps, and the crackling stomes of
pathways underfioot, One is within, londeed part
of, & thoroughly local sebting. Mawkish senti.
ment? Possibly but none the less tangible for
that.

The layout of these modest encampments
eehoes habiitats that criss-cross (he continent;
from at least Kenya's Rift Wallew area to our
familiar souther n kraals. Their roughly circy-
lar precincts crslbe similarty shaped, thalch
roafed shelters thal open onto central court:
yamis, [n each, the whale is embraced by derss
scriab and the stupdy thed timber-rod ferncing
that demarcates the compound ansd s shady
trees, Both sites feature immedinte rugged
mouniain of kopple views of haunting swesps
of ralling plain.

Accommadation at the Blouberg camp
e ks & furnished goide at with attached
bathroom and toflet; five furnished single
Al oy two-person units; and the central com-
Al bt with its spaciows lapa and sunken
fireplace. The visitors” hats have small private
yarks, Lapas (o the rear and easy access (o
separate women's and men's bathroomns - each
with an attached cuidoor waiting area. The
furnished communal rendavel earporates &
kitchen. wash-up and #lore room that, fo-
gether, enfold A covered dining space and
hwange. The sccommuodatbon ks spare but not
averbearingly Spartan.

A visitors' centre &t Owa Cwa leoking on to
the Maluti Mountains s inspired by
indigenous principles and contruction

Theconsiractlon is as siraightforward as it
is unexpected. Treated, wall-height gum:poles
are sot, nbott & metre apart, inconerebe surfaoe
bedls and then clad with diamond-mesh plastic
panels, The cavities thus formed are filled with
locally chtained rocks, stones and similar
materials. These substantinl though usortho-
dok wealls ave then plastered ondoth sides for
the inner amd auter surfaces to be finistwed in
hardy water-Tesistant paint, like the similariy
cansructed internal partition walls.

Cotwventlonal trusses and parline are
erected for thatched moofs that have eomfort-
ably whie saves and consplenous cut-back

The Blauberg Hiking Camp snuggling into
craggy hillsides opens onte a central
courtyard PrTnGRARHS; CARLA CRAFIORD

partions to mark entrances. Timber doors and
windows are set betwoon the virthcsl sapports,
and several window openings are covered by
carvas fitted with rall-lewn plastic panels or,
in the kitchen, with grass mats that can be
raised and lowered,

The overall effect is invitingly protective;
homee-built, indigenous shelters that, espe-
cially on & snow-threatening day in the deep of
winter, affer welcoming havens in sun-
saturated lnndsspes of undulating plains and,
close by, pink samlstone peaks silhoustied
against cerubean skies. Stimulated by their en-
virans, the beothers Crafford and on-sibe, koeal



